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PREFACE

Prose is the chief test of the growth of a
living language. While poetry is the production
of a few imaginative and peculiarly observant
souls, Prose has a direct touch with the practical
world. It has an everyday life concern. It
covers a very vast field of literature. It is the
true index to the growth of national mind.

Hindi prose, though a thing of recent times,
is by no means negligible. It has made vast
progress in the last two or three decades and its
champions are increasing everyday. Still it is
a matter of regret and misfortune that school
text-hooks have not risen to the situation, They
have simply followed the old tradition that Indi-
ans love to live in the past and not in the present.

The present prose selection is a deviation from
the beaten path. It touches almost all reputed
living authors. It deals with subjects of living
interest. The aim in view is not to give difficult
words or queer artificial phrases, but to lay before
our young men specimens of good prose. It is
hoped that boys will learn to take interest in
Hindi Literature.

GANGA PRASAD.
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